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Citizens Against Trafficking August 5, 2009 

Press Release 

Rhode Island Left Out of FBI Initiative 
 

Rhode Island has been excluded from federal law enforcement investigations of sex trafficking of 
children because there is no law against prostitution.  

Innocence Lost (http://www.fbi.gov/innolost/innolost.htm) is a national initiative to combat the 
problem of domestic sex trafficking of children in the United States. Since June 2003, the combined 
efforts of the FBI, the Department of Justice Child Exploitation and Obscenity Section and the 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children have rescued 770 American child victims of 
prostitution and convicted almost 500 sex traffickers.  

“Rhode Island is not a viable participant [in the Innocence Lost National Initiative] because of a 
loophole in your state’s statutes,” according to a recent letter to Governor Donald Carcieri and 
Attorney General  Patrick Lynch from the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
(NCMEC).  

It is outrageous that our state has been left out of a national effort to rescue victims and prosecute 
some of the most vicious criminals that prey on children. For six years, federal agencies have made 
investigating and prosecuting sex traffickers of children a priority. During the same time period, 
Rhode Island’s sex industry has been expanding and victimizing increasing numbers of children and 
young adults.  Rhode Island is a destination for pimps to exploit victims with impunity. 

The letter from NCMEC goes on to say that the lack of a prostitution law “deprives Rhode Island law 
enforcement of the ability to detect whether children are being victimized in this commercial sex 
trade, to rescue these child victims and to provide them with the services they so desperately need. 
Your state’s efforts in the fight against child prostitution would be greatly enhanced if law 
enforcement were empowered to fully investigate the commercial sex trade.” 

Citizens Against Trafficking, again, calls for the Rhode Island Senate to pass the House version of 
the prostitution bill (H 5044A). It is long since time for Rhode Island to join the national effort to 
combat sex trafficking and stop the pimps who traffic victims in Rhode Island. 

A copy of the letter is attached. 

Donna M. Hughes, PhD 
Co-founder 
Citizens Against Trafficking 
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